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n ESTHER ix. 20, 21, 22. 
And Mordecai wrote theſe Things, and ſent Leiters 
unte all the Fews that were in 'all the Provinces. 
of King Abaſuerus,; both nigh and far, to ſlabliſh 
" this among them, that they ſhould keep the faurteenth. 
Day of the Month Adar, and the fifteenth Day, of 8 
" the' ſame yearly : As Days wherein the Jews 7 
reſted from their Enemies, and the Month which 
was turned unto them from Sorrow to Joy, and from. 
Mourning into a good Day: that they ſhould make 
them Days of Feaſting and Toy, and ſending of 
: Partions one to another, and Gifts to the Poor. 


& 


eee we turn back to theAnnals of Lewis 
Feed 06356 the XIVth of France; and mark the 
Ie Plan that was formed to environ us 
iin, by the trading Places which were 
e cltabliſhed, but as the Embryo of 
{9 | future Fortreſſes, even from thoſe 
Parts. of the River of St. Lawrence, which they 
then poſſeſſed upon all the Lakes and Rivers, to 
their Southern Province of Louiſiana, we may diſ- 
_ cover a Deſign deeply laid, and well concerted, in 
Time to. reduce us to the unhappy: Condition of 
n OD 710 AAR 


: If 
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If we look no ſurther back ham: to the Loſk & 
Ofwwego three Years ago, when our Enemies had 
the Command of all the Waters from-the Mouth 

of the River of S. Lawrence to the Gulf of Mex- 
ico; when in almoſt every Inſtance they gained 
the Time of us; and our Deſigns and Attempts 

ended in Diſappointment ; we may ſee what a 
heavy Cloud, then hung over us, and what a dark 
Proſpect there was beſore us; ; and may remember 
the deep Concern. that prevailed. 1 in * Minds of 
: all the houghtful i in gur Land. 

. Inſtead of the Reduction of the. Kan Fort 
on the Ohio, a fine Train of Artillery fall into the 
Hand of our Foes, and a great Number. of noble 
Veterans are ignobly cut off in the Wilderneſs. 

Iuſtead of Njagara taken ; O/wego, loſt ! Inſtead 
of the Reduction of Fort F rederic, Fort Henry is 
burnt, and a Number of our Friends butchered by 
the inhuman Savages n ſhort, Inſtead of = 
we were entertained with nothing but Scenes of 
Sorrow, and freſh Occaſions for Mourning were, 
frequeutly ſuggeſted. ' 77 a 

Out Enemies, fluſhed» with repared Viaories. 
© laughed among themſelves.“ Elate with Ad- 
vantages already gained, they were ripe to purſue. 
our further Ruin: and many feared; not without 
Reaſon, that an Invaſion was: deſigned againſt_ 
ſome principal. Part of our Country nich might. k 
probavly have compleated our Diſtreſs. ES 17 


In that Seaſon of Darkneſs and | doubtful Ex. 
pectation, there were ſeveral Days appropriated t to 
public Humiliation, and humble & earneſtPrayer.. 


to Almighty GOD, to remember us in our low 
| Eſtate,” 


. Augu 14. 1756. 
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3 
Eſtate,” and to © ſave us from our Enemies.“ 
And however heedleſs many were of the Buſineſs 
of ſuch Days, ſome, I doubt not, really * * humbled 
themſelves & prayed,and ſought God's Face & Fa- 
your in Sincerity and inTruth :” And were daily 
waiting upon GOD to be favourable to our Land ; 
and that his Mind might be towards this People.” 
And GOD was pleaſed to lend a gracious Ear to 
our Requeſts, and in the Courſe, of his Providence, 
He interpoſed in our Behalf: And as a Series of 
calamitons Diſappointments had followed one up- 


on another before; ſo a Train of Succeſſes, have 
ſince called for our Notice. 


F. rontonde was taken, and by the DeſtruRion of 
the Enemies Stores at that Fort, an Enterprize that 
was by them deſigned againſt the German Flats, 
was happily prevented. - The important Fortreſs 
of Louisbourg was delivered into our Hands, and 
many of the Enemies Ships of Force were taken 
or deſtroyed : Fort Du Queſue was evacuated on 

the Approach of our Troops; and we, in our Turn, 


have the Command of the valuable Country cover- 
ed by that Fort. 


But the Summer paſt in particular, will ſhine 
diſtinguiſhed in American Annals, on Account of 


the ſignal Succeſs which hasattended hisMajeſty's 
Arms among us. 


The powerful Detachment from Venango, totally 
routed: And Niagara, after a ſhort Diſpute ſur- 
rendered to us. Fatal Ticonderoga, and the dread- 
ed Crown-Point, ſo long the Burden of our Com- 
plaint, have been deſerted by the Enemy, and poſ- 
ſeſled by our Forces; and the latter, ſtrongly tors 


tified 
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ed by üs. And to crown all, Remarkable 18555 


eets has been given to our Forces, Who were 


deſliged to attempt the Enemy's Capital, and. 28 


netrate into the Heart of their Country, — 


the Enemy repeatedly, and by by well, concerted 


ech Fleer, 


Meaſures; attempted the Deſttuction of 
the Fleet was happily ſaved from that De 
and"ar length, in a Very unequal Fight, ur Ene- 
mies being much ſuperiour 4 Number, Vikar 
dre 


Was obtained; and inconſequence of it 
Was furrdndered to Brit! Troops. 


By theſe” Interpoſitions of divine Providence: 


| the Clouds which were late impending over us, 


arc ſcattered s our“ Sorrow turned into Joy,” 
and“ our Mourning into a good Day.“ 


Nor are we little intereſted in 100 See 
which has attended the Arms of our Kixe, 80 
His Allies in Europe. 


K 


Who, concerned for the Proteſtant Lutereſt, 
trembled not at the critical Sit tuation ol the Pruſſian 
Hero ; and the valiant F. erdinand | ? The Que hav- 
ing the powerful Arthies ef Auſtria and Rulfa, 
to encounter; the other obliged to riſque a Battle 
with Fifreen Thouſand French, to ſave out: Sove- 
reign's Dominions in Hangver, But what a fighal- 


Victory did the Prince obtain over the Power of 


France ! The Particulars of This, we have re- 


ceived ; and it appears a molt remarkable Inſtance 


of the Smiles of Heaven upon the Proteſtant Arms. 
«© Thine, O Lord, is the Greatnefs, and thePower, 

andthe Glory, and the Victory, and the Majeſty; 
aud it is nothing with Thee to help, whether with 
many, or them that have no Power.” And we. 
are refreſhed; with the! Intelligence of the Süccefs 


of 
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ol ſthe inimitable Pruſſian, over his Ruſſian Ene- 
mies, within eighteen Miles of his Capital: tho of 
this we have no Partieulars. )) 
Hoe effectually have out Enemy's Ships been 
blocked up in their Ports; and their boaſted De- 
ſign \againſt Eg lind, hitherto been prevented; 
and their grand" Appatatus rendred'as yet uſeleſs | 
Nor is: the Advantage gained ovef the Toulon 
Squadron by the brave Boſcawen, to be neglected, 
It has much leſſened the Enemies Strength by Sea, 
and has added Power to uus. 
Theſe Things are not to be overlooked or for- 
gotten by us, When we are celebrating the Praiſes 
of God, for thoſe Advantages Which more imme- 
*tately relate tô dür ſelves: For it is in the Peace 
of our Nation, and the Succeſs of the Proteſtant 
Cauſe only, that we may expect Peace. 
Should Things go ill on our Side in Europe, the 
Advantages here would ſoon be ſwallowed up, 
and Trembling word again take hold upon us. 
At pteſent, we have Reaſon to rejoyce in God's 
Goodneſs, both to our Nation and our Land, as 
well as to the Powers in Alliance with us. And 
We are this Day invited to * enter God's Gates 
with Thankſgiving; and his Courts with Praiſe.” 
Let us ſummon our moſt lively and cloſe Atten- 
tion, to the Buſineſs of- this joyful Solemnity. 
So Deborah and Barak ſtir up themſelves to the 
warmeſt Expreffions of grateful Joy, when they 
«+ praiſethe Lord forthe avenging of Ifruel, Judg. 5. 
|} The News which then obtained among ps, appears to have been pre- 
mature, the Diſadvantage ſuſtained by the King in chat Battle, was 
| ere Br FoneFrart 12 40 14 — 


ot ſwallowed up, but is again in 4 Condition to face the Enemy. 


* 
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Seo wer. 12. © Awake, awake Deborah, awake, 
4 awake, utter a; Song, ariſe, Barak, and lead thy 
6 * Captivity captive, thou Son of, Abineam.”- ci, 

Thus the Pſalmiſt excites himſelf toPraiſe,P/a/. 
57: wit. “Awake up my Glory, awake Plaltety 
% and Harp; I my ſelf will awake early. I will 
_ Praiſe hee, O Lord, among the People: Iwill 
« {ing unto Thee, among the Nations: For thy 


br — hap is great unto the Heavens; and thy Truth 
— 


« above the Heavens: Let thy Glory be above 
all the Earth.” 

In the Words of our Text, we have dene 
of the Eſtabliſhment of an Anniverſary of ſpecial 
Rejoycing upon Account of a ſignal Deliverance 
granted 40 theJews,of which we have ae 
in the preceeding Part of the Book. 

H aman the Son of H amme dat ha the e * 
ing taken 1 into a near Relation to King Abaſuerus, 
ill reſented it, that he had no Reverence ſhe wu 
him by Morgdecai, the Uncle of E/ther, the Queen. 
And this moved him to plot the Deſtruction of all 
the Jews throughout the vaſt Perſian Empite; for 
Which he obtained a Decree of the King. This 


aſſected the Jews with deep Concern, and filed 


Shuſhan with Perplexity. 

But on the humble and earneſtRequeſt of Eſther, 
Letters were written, and haſtened by the fame 
| Authority, countenancing theJe ws to ſtand in their 

oven Deſence; which * did with abundant 

Succefs. 

When the Day arrived, wherein the Enemies 
'of the Jews hoped to have Power over them ; 
the Scene was changed, as the firſt Verſe of our 
| | Context 


unto the Clouds. Be Thou exalted, O GOD, 
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Context inſorms; It'was turned to the contrary, 
and the Jews had Rule over thoſe that hated them“; 
The wicked Device, which Haman deviſed a- 
gainſt rhe Jews returned upon his own Head, 
and he and his Sons were hanged onthe Gallows, 
which he prepared for Mordecai ; and the Jews 
ſlew of their Enemies ſeventy five Thouſand. -' | 
The thirteenth of Adar was the Day deſtined for 
their Ruin; and on that Day they made a ſucceſs- 
ful Defence; and at the Inſtance of the Qyeen, 
they were permitted to do the ſame, in 'Shuſhan | 
upon the 14th ; but this 14th was obſerved as a 
Day of Rejoycing for theirSucceſs in the otherPro- 


vinces ; as the.1.5th was in Shuſhan, for the Victory 
of the two preceeding Days. 


And this is the plain Account of the two Days 
being celebrated as Feſtival Days of Thankſgiving, 
of Joy and Melody; or as it is expreſs d in the 18th 
Verſe; a Day of Gladneſs, and Feaſting, and a 

good Day.“ . | 
As 4 One comments upon the Words; * a Day 
„of Thankſgiving and Praiſe to God, as well as 
* of Feaſting one with another ; and of ſendin 
Portions one to another, out of their goodCheer ; 
that the meaner Sort might feaſt and rejoyce 
alſo: and that which they had done, at the firſt 
voluntarily, Mordecai tho't good to turn into a 


Law, and ſent jt into the whole Realm:“ As 
is related in our Text. 


In ſpeaking to which, 


I. mall take Notice of the Diverſity of Scen 


in the preſent State; particularly to our preſent 
Purpoſe. | 


B 2 I. That 
I Bp Parrick. ; 
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I. That the darkeſt Proſpects may ſoon. ſcatter, 
and a ſudden 'Tranſnion be made from Sorrow to 
oy. at 1 | 
J II. That j it is fi and becoming to acknowledge 
ſuch happy Alteration, with Gratitude to God, 
and ehe rate it with a reaſonable and religious 
; Joy: .i i | 
III. That ſuch Thankſulneſs to God, houldbe 
attended with Charity to our Fellow-Men ? and 
it ſhould be our Concern, that all may ſhare in the 
Gladneſs, and] join with us in the gratefulExerciſe. 


I. I am in the firſt Place: To take Notice of 
the Diverſity of Scenes in the preſent State; par- 
ticularly to our preſentPurpoſe ; That the darkeſt 
Proſpects may ſoon ſcatter, and a ſudden Tranſi- 
tion be made from Sorrow to Joy. | 
The tzthMonth, even the Month Adar, the 13th 
Day of the ſame, in particular unto the Jews, was 
turned“ ſrom Sorrow into Joy, and from Mourn- 
ing, into a good Day.” How awful muſt be their 
Apprehenſions, when there was a Ro6yalDecree for 
their utter Deſtruction, without the Exemption of 
Child, or Suckling : and that written in the King's 
Name, and ſealed with the King's Ring, which, ac- 
cording to the Laws of the Medes and Perſrans, no 
Man might reverſe ! What hope of Eſcape'coulda 
People ſcattered. over 127 Provinces, and all thoſe 
Provinces engaged by the Authority of theRealm, 
to deſtroy them? What hope of Eſcape could 
ſuch a Pcople entertain! Certainly, their Caſe was 
yery fearful, and they were ſenſible of it: For 
in excry;Province whitherſoever the King's Com- 
mandment and his Decree came, there was great 
Mourning among the Jews! and faſting, and 
weenny 
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weeping and wailing; and many lay in Sackcloti 
and Aſhes.” But Eſther was '©come'to' the Kings! 
dom for ſuch a Neat This? * Providence deſigned 
Enlargement and Deliverance ſhould! ariſe to the 
ews thro' her Means; and ſhe obtained what was 
equivalent to the reverſing of the Decree: And 
then the Scene was greatly changed. Eſtb. 8. ult. 
% The City of Shuſban rejoyced, and was glad!” 
N The eus had Light and Gladneſs, Joy and Ho- 
nour ; and in every Province, and in every City, 
whitherſoever this latter Commandment & Decree: 
of the King came, the Jews had oy andGladneſs, 
a Feaſt and a good Day; And this was the Pre- 
jude of their Joy, which was compleated in the 
Victory, they, in Conſequence of that Decree, ob- 
tained over their Foes, and when they K refted from: 
their Enemies.“ n 
The Day of Proſperity and the Day of Adrer- 
ſity are ſet one over againſt the other.” Tis a 
checker'd State we live in. © Weeping may en- 
dure for a Night, and Joy come in the Morning.“ 


When Pharaoh, with the formidable Hoſt of 
Eg yþt purſued and overtook 1/rael in the Wilder-* * 
neſs, they were filled with Conſternation;and even 
provoked to murmur, forgetful of the Wonders 
of the Field of Zoan : They thought of nothing 
but of falling a Prey to their Purſuers ; and indeed 
there was no human Proſpect of any Thing elſe. 
The Red Sea obſtructed their further Progreſs, and 
an inacceſſible Mountain on each Wing, effectual- 
ly prevented their Flight, as the huge Hoſt of their. 
Purſuers, full in view, entirely cut off their Retreat: 
What remained, but that the Enemy ſhould over- 
take, and divide the Spoil But Providence inter- 

N 
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poſed. ; the People are directed to ſtand ſtill, and 
ſee the Salvation of GOD. And truly GOD tri- 
umphed glorioully : |< Pharaoh and his Hoſt were 
drowned in the Sea.” What a ſudden Tranſition: 
was here, from abſolute Deſpair, to Exalted: Joy. 
and Triumph! j 
So Samaria once was beſieged by * e till 
an Aſs's Head was ſold for fourſcore Pieces of 
Silver; and the tender Mothers, eat the Fruit of 
their own Bowels © thro' the ſtraitnefs of the 
Seige.” In this diſtreſſing n iſha the Pro- 
phet foretells them, 2 Kings 7. 1. To Morrow 
about this Time ſhall a Meaſure of fine Flower be 
ſold for a Shekel, and two Meaſures of Barley for 
a Shekel in the Gate of Samaria.” This was ſo 
incredible to the King's prime Miniſter, that he 
treated it with Ridicule, and ſeems to inſinuate, 
that he eſteemed it a Thing beyond the Power of 
the Almighty ; © He ſaid, Behold ; If the Lord 
would makeWindowsin Heaven, might thisThing 
be!“ Importing, that he thought it could not. 
But by a ſpecial Providence which cauſed the ꝙ- 
rians precepitate Flight, leaving their Tents, and 
all their Proviſion ; the Eyent yerified the Pre- 
diction. And this was a memorableChange from 
diſtreſſing Sorrow and Concern, to great Joy and 
Gladneſs. 
When Sennacherib invaded Judah, in the Reign 
of Hezekiah, and ſent Letters and Meſſengers to 
rail againſt the Lord,and againſt his Servants, and 
lay with near twoHundredThouſand Men before 
it ; it was a dark Day in Judah. So the godly 
King repreſents it, to 1/aiah the Prophet, to whom 
he ſent Eliabim, who was over the n ang 
hebna 
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Shebna the Scribe, and the Elders” of the Prieſts 
covered with Sackelath, to ſay unto him, Thus 
ſaith Hezetiah, This Day is a Day of Trouble and 
of Rebuke, and of Blaſphemy, for the Children 
are come to the Birth, and there is not Strength, 
to bring forth: But the Prophet was directed to 
anſwer the Meſſengers with good and comſorta - 
ble Words:“ And the Lord ſent an angel, and de- 
ſtroyed One Hundred and eighty five Thouſand 
Afſſyrians in one Night; upon which they raiſed, 
the Siege, and the Land had Quiet; and their 
* Sorrow was turned into Joy“, E 
Some other Inſtances of the like Nature might 
be cited from the ſacredRecords. And the Church 
and People of GOD have oſten ſince, had Occaſion 
to join in that thankfulAcknowlegement, P/al. 124. 
If it had not been the Lord, who was on our 
Side, when Men roſe up againſt us, then they had 
ſwallowed us up quick &c. Our Soul is eſcaped, 
as a Bird out of the Snare of the Fowler; The 
Snare is broken, and we are eſcaped. , 
All Things here are full of Change; and con- 
ſtantly upon the Wheel. The Morning com- 
eth, and alſo the Evening.“ The dark and ſilent 
Night, ſucceeds the gladſome Day; and again re- 
turns the welcome Dawn: and, tis obſerved, The 
darkeſt Time is a little before Day“; ſo it oſten is 
in the Courſe of God's providential Government: 
The Clouds are thickeſt the nearer the Time of 
their ſcartering approaches. This we may have 
ſeen relative to our own perſonal and private Cir- 
cumſtances, as well as in the greater Affairs of the 
Public. And our Nation and Land have often 
ſeen ſuch joyful Change, of © Mourning 3 
goo 
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8568 Da)!“ > Thus ihe popiſm Plot in the Reign 
of King Janet II ſot blowing vp the Pfincipals of 
dhe thrge Eſtates of England, was by gödd Provi- 
dene iimeby Uſcoveret; and happily: prevented; 
aid the Deliverance is ahuually belebrated in our 
Natien to this Day: 1 Byte Writing of ourKing,' 
tins is eſtabliſhed among g them; _ they ſhould 
keep the fHHEDay of Novmaber as Day 
When they were delivered from 12 mold wick-! 
&@ Defpris of-rheir Etemies ; that they"ſhould 
malle it Aa Day ef Fraſtin 6g and of Joy, of. Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving. 60 of b onde 
aiVaricùs Attetupts have been ae under the 
Patrenage of France to ſet a popiſh Pretender up- 0 
ow the Britifh/Thtone © One freſh in our Memories, 
in the gat. War, n 1 ae 
Degree, Bit Gseſfe ul) Hd b happih hyerthed 
by: this Belge of Cee. 4 le Tye 
er We haßelöſten been delixered div our Phaſe | 

in this Lande; but perhaps fcarce ever i mör 
ſignal Mannef;-thah'by*the' happy Tf; | Fon 

have taken Within two Yeats paſt; and the Tet eral 
tiſtances'of 'Snceels, with Which we have been 
favoured; Sey mentioß a inthe lütröduction to, 
this Diſcourſe. 00% 40 

From all Which, iris very n hat che AVE 

«ſt ProfpeRts, 'may*-ſooh'ſeatter ;* and a fudden 
Tranſition BO ide ſrom̃ Sorrow to joy. 5 
was the firſt Thing noticed from ti Words 
"4 I paß now to obferbe, 

At. That(it i is fit and becoming to bag 
fiich happy Alteration, with Gratitude to God; 
and celebrate it WHIP a reafonable and religious 
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Thus Mordecai wrote to eſtabliſh or perpetuate 
the Memory of the ſignal Favours they had re- 
ceived by the ſolemn Separation of theſe Days, 

the 14th & 15th of Alar, fot the Purpoſes of Joy 
and Thankſgiving, © to make them Days of Feaſt- 
ing and Joy.” The Truth of this may appear, 
If we conſider, Firſt; God is the Author of all 
cur Favours. Whatever Benefit is conferred up- 
on us; whatever Deliverance we are the Subjects 
of, they are all derived from the great Fountain 

of Goodneſs. There may be various Means and 

Inſtruments made uſe. of to bring about the Pur- 
poſes of his Providence and Grace: But GOD 1s 
the great Agent, who worketh all Things ac-  - 
cording to the Counſel of his ownWill.” * He dot 
his Pleaſure in the Armies of Heaven above, and 
among thelInhabitants of this lower World.“ There 
are many Changes, as we have heard, upon the 
Face of the Earth: and in the Diſputes among 
Men, ſome appear to prevail againſt others: But 
GOD is the great & righteous Arbiter. P/al.7 5.6,7. 
For Promotion, cometh neither from the Eaſt, 
nor from the Weſt, nor from theSouth ; but GOD 
is the Judge ; He putteth down one, and ſetteth 
up another.“ The Race is not alway to the 
Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong.“ Ifthe Lord 
be on our Side, One of us may chace a Thouſand, 
and two put ten Thouſandto Flight: orAdvantage 
may be obtained at a very great Inequality : But 
if the Lord be not ſor us, but for our Adverſaries, 
vain are all our Attempts: The ſhaking of a Leaf 
ſhall be lufficient to make us tremble. Flight ſhall 
periſh from the Swift, and the Strong ſhall not 


ſtrengthen his Force ; neither ſhall the Mighty © 
deliver himſelf, 4 


G In 
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In all our Concerns, even civil and ſecular, as 
well as ſacred, our Dependance is upon the moſt 
High. © Except the Lord build the Houſe, they 
labour in vain that build it; except the Lord keep 
the City, the Watchman waketh but in vain: God, 
in and through Chriſt, vouchſafes to be the Pro- 
rector of his People, and under his protection ,they 

ure ſecure; and 'tis in vain to practiſe Miſchief 
againſt them. 

When 1/rael paſſed through the Wilderneſs in 
their Way toCanaan, Balak the King of Moab called 
Halaam the Son of Beor from Aram, from the 
M untains of the Eaſt ; ſaying, © Come, curſe me 

Tacob, come, defy I/rael -”” But God turned the 
Curſe into a Blefling ; and Balaam, notwithſtand- 
ing rhe Inclination he had to gratify Balak ; was 
conſtrained to bleſs them altogether : * How ſhall 

L.curſe, whom God hath not curſed ? How ſhall 
1 defy, whom the Lord hath not defied : —Surely 

mere is no Enchantment againſt Jacob, neither is 
Here any Divination agaiuſt Huel: According to 

nis Time it ſhall be ſaid of Jacob, and of Iſrael, What 
ath God wro't !“ Numb. 23.7. 23. It is evident be- 
on Diſpute, by the Light of Reaſon, as well as Re- 
g ation, that there isa greatSuper-intendent of the 

lairs of this lower World, and that nothing can 
Gecur in Time without his Influence orPermiſſion. 
Sparrow falls not to the Ground, without our 
!; -zvenly Father: And, the Hairs of our Head, are 


1 


1 n:14mbered, “ He giveth us all Things richly 


ho oy,” anddelivercth us from the many Dan- 
„ gat compals us about. Again, 

re dictates thankful Acknowledgement to 
2 3. la Kor. It is but treating ſuch a Perſon ac- 
te Truth, to thank him for Favours re— 


ceived : 
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ceived: This is acknowledging that we have re- 
ceived them from him, Ingratitude has been 
branded, as one of the worſt of Crimes, even in 

the Heathen World; which ſhows, that the con- 
trary is dictated by our own Conſciences, and is 
agreable to Truth, the Reaſon and Fitneſs of 
Things: And to be ſure, fuch a Benefactor as our 
ſupreme Lord; In whom we hve, move, and 
have our Being,” ſhould be acknowledged accord- 

ingly. The Relation he ſtands in to us, and that 
Kindneſs in which he is conſtantly paſſing before 
us, proclaim, that He is © worthy to be praiſed.“ 


Moroever, a 

Some ſenſible Expreſſion of reaſonable Joy, ang 
religious Gratitude, is neceſſary ſor our ſelves; to 
preſerve alive in us a Senſe of our Obligations and 
Dependance. There muſt be a ſenſible Mani— 
ſeſtation of God's Favour to us, in order to our 
apprehending that he is favourable to us. And 
then our Thoughts are ſuch fleeting Things, that we 
cannot fix or retain them, but by the help of ſome- 
thing ſenſible; Words or Monuments, & Tokens 
ſignificant. So in order to our retaining in our 
Minds, a Senſe of God's Goodneſs, and promoti:: 2 
our inward Gratitude ; it is neceſſary that we 
uſe ſome out wardExpreſſions of ourThankfulnt;: 
„That we draw nigh unto God with ourMouths, 
and honour him with, our Lips ;” tho? this is by h 
Means acceptable to God, where the Heart is e. 
from him; yet it is neceſſary to accompany, «1: 
expreſs the Actings of a Heart right with God, and 
enlarged in Gratitude to Him. 


Once more, | 
G2 GOI1; 
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GOD has directed us thus to expreſs our Gra- 
titude, and celebrate his Praiſe; and we have ma- 
ny Examples of it in the faithful Seryants of God 
of old, Pal. 92. begin. It is a good Thing to 
give Thanks unto the Lord, and to ſing Praiſes 
unto thy Name, O moſt High; to ſhew forth thy 


loving Kindneſs in the Morning, and thy Faith» 


fulneſs every Night.” 1 The/, 5. 18. In every 
thing give Thanks, for this is the Will of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus concerning you. 

The Pſalmiſt reſolves for himſelf, © J will fi ſing 
unto the Lord as long as I live ; I will ſing Praiſe 
unto my God, while I have my Being P/al. 
104. 33. 

And'as the common Mercies which we daily 
receive, demand our daily Tributes of Praiſe ; fo 


ſpecial Favours demand ſpecial Returns: And we 


have many Examples of ſuch Returns recorded in 


the ſacred Hiſtory: The Interpoſition of divine 


Providence in their Behalt, has by the Servants of 
God, been acknowledged with joyful Praiſe, par- 
ticularly, and to our preſent Purpoſe, Inſtances of 


Succeſs againſt Enemies, 


When Abraham returned from the Slaughter of 
Chedorlaomer, and the Kings that were with him, 
Melchiſedec, King of Salem, and Prieſt of the moſt 
high GOD, met him, and congratulated him, on 
his Succels, as it was a Token of God's Favour to 
him, and bleſſes God for ſuch Favour, Gen. 15. 
18, 19,20. —* He brought forth Bread andWine,” 
partly, ” tis probable, to effer as an Acknowledge- 
ment ta God, and partly to partake of ce 
while they were rejoycing in the divine Bounty 


* Aud he bleſſed him, and ſald, Bleſſed be 4 
0 
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of the moſt high God, Poſſeſſor of Heaven ang 
Earth; and bleſſed be the moſt high God, which 
hath delivered thine, Enemies into thy Hand. 
So Meſes, and the People of T/rael,did celebrato 
God's Glory in a Song, upon the Overthro\y of 
Pharaoh and his Hoſt, Exod. 15. So Deborah and 
Barak upon the victory obtained over Siſera, Cap- 
tain of the Hoſt of Fabin ; © Praiſed God, for the, 
avenging of Iſrael, Judg. 85. 
And thus with a religious Joy, Tehoſhaphat = 
Judah rejoyce in the Succeſs God granted them 
againlt the united Forces of Meab, Ammon and 
Edom, 2 Chron. 20.2 6,27, 28. And on the fourt 
Day they aſſembled themſelves in the Valley of Ba- 
rachah ; for there they bleſſed the Lord; there-" 
fore the Name of the ſame Place was called the 
Valley of Barachah. i. e. of Bleſſing, unto. this 
Day. Then they returned every Man of Judah, 


ps Jeruſalem, and Jeboſa poets in the Pore-tront.of 
S 


1em, to go again tojeruſalem withJoy : For the 
Lord had made them to rejoyce over their Enemies: 
And they came to fs with Pfalteries, and. 
Harps, andTrumpets, unto the Houſe of theLor:;** 
From all which it muſt appear to be but a rea- 
ſonable Service, a Thing fitting and ſuitable, to 
acknowledge the Favour of Heaven, particularly 


any ſpecial Inſtances of it, by the Expreſſions of 
Joy and Thankſgiving. | 


It remains to be confidence; 
III. That ſuch Thankfulneſs to GOD- ſhould: 
be attended with Charity to our Fellow-Men ; 
and it ſhould be our Concern, that all may ſhare 


in the Gladneſs, and be able to join with us in 
the grateful Exerciſe, So 
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So it was ordained by the noble Jew, and re- 
commended by the Authority of his Royal Niece, 
That thoſe Days they were to celebrate,ſhould be 
made, not only © Days of Feaſting and Joy “ for 
themſelves ;* but alſo * of ſending Portions one to 
another : and Gifts to the Poor.” 

The Happineſs of a generous Mind is enlarged, 
by how many the more partake with him in the 
Felicity ; ; and nothing can more gladden hisSoul, 
than to have the Bleſſing of thoſe that are ready 
to periſh come upon him, and to have it in hisePow- 
er to make © the Widow's Heart to ſing for Joy.“ 


Thus ſpeaks a great Maſter of Thought & Lan- 

guage, , | 

Nature in Zeal for humane Amity, 

_* Denies or damps an undivided Joy; 
ay is an Import; Joy is an Exchange, 

we Joy flies Monopoliſt : It calls for two. 
a « Rich Fruit! ! Heaven planted ! never pluckd 

by one,” ey YoUNG. 
| He muſt be ſordid to a great Degree, wha can 
| beſt;enjoy himſelf © eating his Morſel alone, or has 
a Diſpoſition to engroſs Felicity. Who among us 
could have had half the Pleaſure in the agreabla 
Intelligence we lately received, had he been con- 
fined to a Deſart, and ſeen noPerſon ſince to whom 
to impart the Joy ; ; or to join with, in mutual 
Gladneſs.“ 
Iron ſharpneth Iron,” ſays Solomon, Prov. 27. 17. 

*« So a Man ſharpneth the Countenance of his 
Friend.” He is hereby quickned in the Perfor- 
mance of any Duty, or in the Enjoyment of any 
Happineſs ; to perform the one with greater Vi- 

| gour, 
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gour, and to enjoy the other with the greater 
Chearfulneſs and Satisfaction. One Man is no 
Body,” fays another ancient Proverb. © Society: 
** ſharpens Mens Looks, and by cheering the Spi- 
“ rits, puts a Briſkneſs, and Livelineſs into the 
* Countenance, and gives a Man ſuch an Air as 
„ ſhews he is pleaſed himſelf ; and makes him 
i pleaſing to thoſe about him.”F This Fondneſs 
for Society planted in ſome Meaſure in our Make, 
was no Doubt deſigned for valuable Purpoſes ; 
and may be capable of various Improvement : 
and a very ſuitable Improvement we may make 
of it, is to advance Happineſs among our Fellow- 
Mortals, and make it as diffuſive as poflible. And 
this we ſhould, in ſome Meaſure attempt upon 
ſuch Occaſions as the preſent : By miniſtring to 
the Wants of the Neceſſitous, and contributing ſome- 
thing to gladden their Hearts at ſuch a Seaſon of 
public Rejoycing. This is the Direction of Nehe- 
miah on a joyful Occaſion, Neh.8.10.— © Eat the 
Fat, and drink the Sweet, and ſend Portions unto 
them, for whom nothing is prepared.“ Surely,he 
is very unworthy the Favour he enjoys, who can 
indulge himſelf in a rich Variety, a ſplendid Afflu- 
ence; and have no Commiſeration for a Number 
around him, who he knows are unprovided of that 
which HE would think neceſſarySuſtenence : He 
is a Stranger to that divine Image he ſhould 
copy after, the Image of that GOD, © whoſe 
tender Mercies are over all his Works,” The 
rich Man cloathed in Purple, and fine Linnen, 
and who fared ſumptuouſly every Day, muſt be 
a Stranger to true Happineſs, and void of all great- 
neſs of Soul, that he could neglect Lazarus, who 


lay 


* n Mr. Henry. 
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lay forlorn at his Gate, deſiring to be fed with the 
Crumbs that fell from his Table. Reaſon dictates, 
and Religion enjoins,a better Temper andConquct, 
a2 Temper of Benevolence, and an Endeavour “ to 
do Good unto all Men, according toOpportunity.“ 
They recommend that Charity, which“ ſceketh 
not her own ;” and which diſpoſeth Men to look 
* not only at their own Things, but alfo to have 
ſome Reſpect to the Things of others.” This 
would animate our Deſires, that all around us 
might ſhare with us in the Bleſſings of divineGood- 
neſs; and that others, as well as our ſelves, might 
be able to expreſs in a ſignificant Manner, their 
Senſe of the-divine Goodneſs, and celebrate the 
Diſplay of God's Perſections. 
And that ſuchCharity to our Fellow-Men ſhould 
accompany, and partly expreſs our Gratitude to 
God, may appear from the Conſideration of God's 
Expectations from us. "- CEDIA 
The Servant who owed his Lord ten Thouſand 
Talents, upon his humble Remonſtrance and Re- 
queſt, was © frankly forgiven the Debt”, till he 
forfeited the Favour by his Severity toward a Fel- 
low Servant; who owed him an hundred Pence: 
Which Treatment of his Fellow-Servant, is highly 
reſented by their common Lord, Mat. 18. 23, Oc. 
This is © the FasT God hath choſen,” and 
ſurely a FE asT cannot imply leſs of this Nature 
in it It is to deal thy Bread to the Hungry, and 
that thou bring the Poor that are caſt out into thy 
Houſe: When thou ſeeſt the naked, that thou co- 
ver him, and that thou hide not thy ſelf from thine 
own Fleſh.” Vai. 58. 7. Thus to impart of the 
Fruit of God's Bounty, on ſuch Occaſigns of Joy, 


is of ancient ſtanding: So when David obtained 
0 | | cl Om 
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a compleat Victory over the Amalekites, after they 
had burnt Zikiag with Fire.“ He ſent of the Spoil 
unto the Elders of Judab, even to his Friends, ſay- 
ing,“ Behold a Preſent for you of the Spoil of the 
Enemies of the Lord,” The Sacrifice of Thank{- 
giving is well pleaſing unto the Lord, if it bebro't 
with a proper Mind: but as all our Things, fo 
this in particular, ſhould “ be done with Charity, 
that Charity, which is evidenced by Acts of Kind- 
neſs & Benevolence. But enough has been offer- 
ed in Illuſtration of our Subject. I ſhall now at- 
tempt ſome "Hi 


IMPROVEMENT. 


From what we have heard, we may infer, There 
is Room for Hope, even in the darkeſt Day, and 
under the moſt doubtful Circumſtances of the pre- 
ſent State. For Sorrow may ſpeedily be turned 
into Joy, and a Day of Mourning, into a good 
Day ; and that, by Means unforeſeen, and'in a 
Manner unexpected by ſhort-ſighted Mortals. We 
have taken Notice of various Inſtances, wherein 
Peoplehave been delivered altogether beyond their 
Expectations, and even when to humanView, thei? 
Caſe has appeared: deſperate. Theſe Inſtances, 
may ſerve to convince us, that there are no Cir- 
cumſtances that are really deſperate. Light may 
ariſe out of Darkneſs, and Obſcurity it felt, be 
changed to Noon Day. ol. > BL 


We may alſo learn, Where our Hope is to be 
placed ar ſuch Times. It is God, we have heard, 
who makes the Alteration, and is the Author of. 
the happy Change : He formed the Light, and 
created Darkneſs : He is the great Diſpofer of E- 
9 D VEllts, 
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vents, and the Governor of Futurity, and“ doeth 
his Pleaſure in all Places of his Dominion,” Where- 
fore our Hope mult be placed in God. When 
Refuge faileth, when noMan careth for ourSou] ;” 
Even then, we may hope in God: He is above all 
Men: He is abore all Means. He is great in 
Power, and none of his Purpoſes ſhall fail. If there- 
fore the Lord be for us, tis no Matter who is 
againſt us ; but if God be not for us, univerſal Na- 
ture cannot protect us : That our Hope & Truft 
ſhould'be in God; and if we would hope inGod 
with any Degree of Confidence, we mult do it 
in a Way of Humility and Obedience, with an 
humble and penitent Senſe of our Sinfulneſs and 
Unworthineſs ;- a due Reſpect to the Fayour of 


God revealed to Man, in and thro' his Son Jeſus 


Chriſt and with 2 Reſolution to exert our ſelyes 
to the utmoſt in our Obſervance of the Will of 
Gog, *: being not without Law to God, but un- 
der the Law to Chriſt.” Howe 
* Truſt in PS its and doGood,ſo ſhalt thou 
dwell in the Land, and verily thou ſhalt be fed.” 
If ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the 
Good of the Land“ &c, We may here obſerve, 
What Characters may hope in God. Tho' there 
are no Circumſtances of Darkneſs & Unhappineſs, 
that are ſufficient Ground for our Deſpair 3 yet 
there are Characters which entirely cut off from 
all Hope; and tis Preſumption in them to expect 
God's Fayour ; Such as are habitual and reſolved 
Sinners, have,no Reaſon to hope for God's Mercy, 
while they fo continue: For there is no Peace, 
faith God, to the Wicked. 
pes eg 
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We may conclude, The Evill of Ingratitiifle, 
We have obſerved, and I truſt, it is ſufficiently ap- 
parent, that Inſtances; ſpecial Inſtances of God's 
Favour, in parucular, are to be! acknowledged 


with Gratitude :, They may well infpire us wich 


a reaſonable and religious Joy. 
But there are, the Unthonkftl, and they may be 


juſtly numbered among the Evil. 


Even theLight of Nature condemnsIvgratirude, 
and it is termed inexcuſable in.Heathens. So the 

Apoſtle inthe 1ſt of Romans, ſpeaking of theGen- 
tileWorld ; and the Knowledge they had from the 
Teſtimony of natural Things, concſudes, 1 There- 
fore they are without Excuſe, becauſe that when 
they knew God, they glorified Him not as God, 
Neither were Thankful.” 

And certainly, if their Vaan: was inex- 
cuſable, Our's muſt be much more ſo; who are 
much more priviledged than they were: If we 
deſpiſe or neglect the Inſtances of God's Goodneſs, 
we ſhall greatly provoke Him; ; and may expect 
He will hereafter, not do us Good but Evil. 

Wherefore, Let us be excited to Thankfulnefs 
for all the Favours of God, with which we arc 
indulged ; in particular, for thoſe public Metcies, 
which we thisDay celebrate. Since itis abe in 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus concerning us, That 


every Thing we give Thanks;“ * By Him, let * 


offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe to God contihually, 
that i is, the Fruit of our Lips, giving Thanks to his 
Name.” Various are theInſtances of divineGoad-, 
neſs to us, which may juſtly contribute to the In- 
hancement of our Joy. Tho' ſuch as we are not 
particularly called upon to celebrate this Day. 
D.2: 7 The 

. #1 Thel, 5. 18, + Heb. 14, 15, | 
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The general Health which we have been fa- 
voured with at Home; and which has been grant- 
ed to our Troops : The Bnjoyment of our Privi- 
ledges, Civil and Sacred, may ſerve to raiſe our 
Notes of Praiſe : The Seaſon of the Year, and the 
Remarkable Smiles of Heaven upon us, and the 
+« Goodneſs with which God hath crowned the 
Year ;” invite us to Rejoyce, with the Joy of. 
Harveſt.” 


Would you know the Worth of this Bleſling ? 
Paſs over in your Minds to theVillages of Canada! 
Behold ! how the Huſbandman, while providing 
for the Suſtenance of himſelf & Babes, has“ ſtood 
in Jeopardy every Hour ; and how their Labour 
has been cut off by ourSoldiery ! ! AndthatThreat- 
ning has been executed upon them; “ Ye {hall 
ſow a Field, & another ſhall cat the Fruit thereof.” 
Behold them under the diſcouraging Proſpects of 


a ſevere Winter, without Sufficiency to ſupport 


them through it, or any Proſpect of a Supply ! 
And if we are not blind indeed; we muſt ſee it to 
be a great Favour of God to us, that we have been 
able to ſow and reap in Quiet; and that God has 
been pleaſed to crown our Labour with Succeſs, in 
* Crowning the Year with his Goodneſs.” But 
the Succeſs of his Majeſty's Arms, calls for our 
ſpecial Notice at this Time. 


* O give Thanks to the Lord, ſor he is good, | 
For his Mercy endureth for ever :” To Him, who 
hath ſmiled upon the Proteſtant Cauſe in Europe, 
For his Mercy endureth for ever :” To Him, 
who hath redeemeth us from our Enemies; For 
his Mercy endureth for ever?“ And hath given 
their Land for an Heritage: For his Mercy endureth 


for 
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for ever.” Even an Heritage to his Britiſh Iſrael ; 
«For his Mercy endureth for ever.” But let our 
Joy be under a ſuitable Regulation. 

1. Let it be attended with Humility. Sure- 
ly, it muſt blunt the keen Edge of Joy, to con- 
ſider the Price of our Conqueſts. If it was no 
more than the Diſtreſs, and the Blood of our Ene- 
mies, it muſt affect a Mind not diveſted of Huma- 
nity. The generous Mind is touched with a ten- 
der Pity towards the moſt inveterate Enemy, con- 
ſidered as the Workmanfhip of the ſame divine 
Hand, when in Circumſtances of Diſtreſs. 


Benevolent Minds are touch'd with gen'rous Woe, 
And in the unhappy Man forget the Foe.” 


The Diſtreſs which ever accompanies Scenes. 
of War, are ſuch as muſt fill the Breaſt,even of the 
brave Soldier, with fome Regret : As is elegantly 
expreſſed by a great Maſter of Engliſh Poetry, ce- 
brating the Victory of the famed Duke of Marſbo- 
rough, over the united Force of the French and Ba- 
varians : Introducing the Duke as taking theField, 
and extending his Conqueſts ; he ſpeaks, 


In Vengeance rous'd, the Soldier fills his Hand, 

« With Sword, and Fire, and ravages the Land. 

« A Thouſand Villages to Aſhes turns, * 
In crackling Flames, a Thouſand Harveſts burns. 
To the thick Woods, the woolly Flocks retreat, 
And mix't with bellowing Herds, confus'dly bleat. 
„There trembling Lords the common Shade partake, - 
And Cries of Infants ſound in every Brake. 
The liſtening Soldier, fix'd in Horror ſtands, 
Loth to obey his Leader's juſt Commands: 
The Leader grieves, by generous Pity ſway'd, 

_ « 'To ſee his faſt Commands fo well obey'd.” | 


| M118 KL, 2 But 
1 Addiſon's Miſc. Poems Vol, I. 
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But we have ſuffered great Loſs our ſelves for 
this Gain; a worthy, and a valiant General, who 
in this diſtant Land has appeared as zealous, active, 
bold and intrepid, as though the Cauſe-was his 
own, or that in which he was perſonally and very 
deeply intereſted. When Abner fell Slain by the 
baſeneſs of Joab, David is deeply affected with it, 
even on a joytul Day. Know ye not, ſays he, 


that there is a Prince, and a great Man, fallen this 


Day in Vrael, apd I am this Day weak, though g 
nointed KING.“ So we, tho' we have gotten the 
Victory, and this Day rejoyce in our Acquiſition, 
can do no leſs than drop a Tear over the Urn of 
our great Commander, and the many valiant Men 
beſides, who fell in the Cauſe. . Moreover, 


2. Let our Joy be modeſt. In the religious 


Exerciſes of this Day, whether public or private, 


let us be ſincere; let us be upright : And let the 
Mirth. we may indulge, be civil and rational. 


Men are prone torun into Extravagancies upon 
ſuch Occaſions : And fuch,I conceive, is common- 
ly the Caſe, in the tumultuous Joy, with which 
Victories are celebrated. And-'tis melancholly 
to reflect upon it, That Men ſhould take Notice 
of public Mercies in ſuch a Manner as to affront 


the great Author of them. Thus the Jews at 


length got to abuſe the Feaſt of Purim, ordained 
in our Text, after the religious Service in their 
Synagogues. It is obſerved, they have done 
with Religion and Piety, and ſpent the two Days, 

in Idleneſs, eating and drinking.“ e 
They ſay in their Books, Their Reſt is kept 
9 . that they will not ſo much as ſet or 
“ ſow any Thipg in their Gardens in theſe Days, 
| R 
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but play at Cheſs, and ſuch like Games, or ſpend 
* the Time in Muſick and Dancing, till it be 
« Time to Feaſt; and then, they indulge them- 
ſelves ſo far, that they think it not unlawful to 
drink ſo much as not to be able to diſtinguiſh 
between the Bleſſing of Mordicat,and the Curſe 
„ of Haman : Infomuch that Primate Uſher calls 
* this Feaſt, the Baccanals of the Jews. Tf 
Let us watch againſt ' every Thing which 
reflects ſo much Diſhonour upon human Nature, 


and ſo utterly inconſiſtent with the en 
Character. 


3. Let all our Things be done with Charity. 
Let us expreſs a Senſe of God's Bounty to us, by 
imparting of our Share, in the Fruits of that Boun- 
ty, to thoſe that are Neceſſitous: To do Good 


and to Communicate, let us not forget, for with 
ſuch Sacrifices, God i is well pleaſed. . 


« 
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To conclude, Let us evidence the Sineerity of 
our Gratitude this Day, by the Chearfulneſs and 
Conſtancy of our future Obedience: Then only 
may we expect God's further Smiles upon us. Exod. 
19.3, 4,5. Thus ſhalt thou ſay to the Houſe of Jacob, 
and tell the Houſe of Hrael; Ye have ſeen what 
I did unto the Eg yptians, and how I bare you on 
Eagles Wings ; and brought you-unto my ſelf: 
Now therefore, if ye will obey-my Voice indeed, 
and keep my Covenant; then ye ſhall be a pecu- 
har Treaſure unto me, above all People ? for _ 
the Earth is mine. 


Let us be ſenſible, and expreſs our Senſe, not 
only of Obligations for paſt Mercies ; but our De- 


pendance 
+ Bp Patrick's Comment. on Eſth. ix. 
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pendancę for ſuture Favours i and to our Praiſes | 
this Day, add our Prayers to God, for his Favour 


to our Land; his Bleſſing upon our Nation, and 
the whole proteſtant Intereſt; that he would 


Remember us with the Favour he beareth to 
his P eople, and viſit us with his Salvation; grant 


unto us, that we may ſee the Good of his Choſen, 
and rejoyce in the. Gladneſs of his Nacion, and 


glory with his Inheritance.” _ 
And that the happy Times, we are Encontaged 
to expect, may be haſtened, when the *'Strivings 


- of the People, and the Tumults of the Nations, 


ſhall be at an End: When the Envy of Ephraim 


ſhall depart, and the Adverſaries of Judab ſhall be 


cut off: ” When Ephraim ſhall no more envy Judah, 
nor Judah vex Ephraim.“ When Wars ſhall ceaſe 
to the Ends of the Earth.“ The People ſhall all 
be Rightebus, and inherit the Land for er 8 
And the good Lord prepare all of us, and our's, 


ſor the various Viciſſitudes of Time; for the Times 


that may paſs over us, and our Poſterity, till“ the 
God of fHeayen ſhall ſet up a Kingdom, which 
ſhall never be -deſtroyed-;” When the Captain 
of our Salyation ſhall triumph over all Oppo- 
ſition; and all his Enemies ſhall be put under his 


| Feet: When upon Mount Zion ſhall be Delive- 


Trance; and there ſhall be Holineſs ; and the Houſe 
of Jacob ſhall poſſeſs their, Poſſeſſions: And Savi- 
ours ſhall come upon Mount Zion, to judge the 
Mount of Eau. AND THE KINGDOMS 
SHALL BE THE LORD. | 
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